BIBLE PHOTOGRAPHS 


T hese photographs of important sites exemplify the lands where Jesus walked, where the biblical 
prophets lived and taught, and where many scriptural events took place. 


Overview 

The map below shows the location of the photographs in this section. On the following pages, each 
numbered photograph is accompanied by a short description of the setting. Significant scriptural events 
from that area are then listed, along with scripture references so that you can know where to read more 


about those events. 

1. Nile River and Egypt 

2. Mount Sinai (Horeb) and the Sinai Wilderness 

3. Judean Wilderness 

4. Kadesh-barnea 

5. Tombs of the Patriarchs 

6. Judean Hill Country 

7. Bethlehem 

8. Jerusalem 

9. Temple of Herod 

10. Steps to the Temple 

11. Mount of Olives 

12. Garden of Gethsemane 

13. Golgotha 

14. Garden Tomb 

15. Jericho 

16. Shiloh 


17. Shechem 

18. Dothan in Samaria 

19. Caesarea and the Plain of Sharon to Carmel 

20. Joppa 

21. Jezreel Valley 

22. Mount Tabor 

23. Sea of Galilee and the Mount of Beatitudes 

24. Capernaum 

25. Jordan River 

26. Caesarea Philippi 

27. Nazareth 

28. Dan 

29. Athens 

30. Corinth 

31. Ephesus 

32. Isle of Patmos 
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1. Nile River and Egypt 



Vegetation growing along the banks of the Nile 
River. In a spot like this, Moses’ mother hid her 
infant son. Beyond are the desert areas that cover 
most of Egypt. 

Significant Events: The land was discovered by 
Egyptus (Abr. 1:23-25). Abraham went to Egypt 
(Gen. 12:10-20; Abr. 2:21-25). Joseph was sold into 
Egypt, became a ruler, and saved his family from 
famine (Gen. 37; 39-46). Jacob’s descendants lived 


in Egypt (Gen. 47; Ex. 1; 12:40). The daughter 
of Pharaoh found the baby Moses in the river and 
reared him (Ex. 2:1-10). Moses led the Israelites 
out of Egypt (Ex. 3-14). Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 
went to Egypt for a while to escape from Herod 
(Matt. 2:13-15, 19-21). In the last days, the Egyp¬ 
tians will know the Lord, and the Lord will bless 
Egypt (Isa. 19:20-25). (See bd Egypt; Nile.) 
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2. Mount Sinai (Horeb) and the Sinai Wilderness 



There are several possible sites for Mount Sinai. 
One of the traditional locations is Jebel Musa 
(Mountain of Moses), pictured here. 

Significant Events: God appeared to Moses and 
gave him the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19-20). 
Moses, Aaron, two of Aaron’s sons, and 70 elders 
saw and communed with God (Ex. 24:9-12). God 


gave Moses instructions for building the taberna¬ 
cle (Ex. 25-28; 30-31). The Israelites worshipped 
a golden calf they had persuaded Aaron to make 
(Ex. 32:1-8). Elijah fled to this land from the 
Jezreel Valley, where Queen Jezebel lived (1 Kgs. 
19:1-18). This is also where Elijah talked with 
God (1 Kgs. 19:8-19). (See bd Sinai.) 
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3. Judean Wilderness 



The Judean wilderness lies east of Jerusalem and 
descends to the Dead Sea. 

Significant Events: The Judean wilderness was an 
important refuge in many periods of early his¬ 
tory. David hid from King Saul (1 Sam. 26:1-3). 
Jesus fasted 40 days and 40 nights (Matt. 4:1-11; 


Mark 1:12-13). Jesus used the route from Jerusa¬ 
lem to Jericho through the Judean wilderness as 
the setting for the parable of the good Samaritan 
because lone travelers were easy prey in that 
area (Luke 10:25-37). (See bd Dead Sea.) 
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4. Kadesh-barnea 



This is a northeastern view of the great desert 
valley (also called a wadi) where Kadesh-barnea 
is situated. The stream that flows here during the 
rainy season makes this a well-watered and fruit¬ 
ful spot in the wilderness of Zin. 

Significant Events: This is the likely spot from 
which Moses sent 12 men to spy out the land 
of Canaan (Num. 13:17-30). It served as a base 


camp for the Israelites during 38 of their nearly 
40 years of wandering in the wilderness (Deut. 
2:14). Miriam died and was buried here (Num. 
20:1). This was the scene of Korah’s rebellion, the 
murmuring of the people, and the budding of 
Aaron’s rod (Num. 16-17). Near here Moses smote 
a rock and water came forth (Num. 20:7-11). (See 
bd Kadesh.) 
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5. Tombs of the Patriarchs 



This building, one of the most famous in the Holy 
Land, was constructed in Hebron by King Herod 
over the traditional site of the cave of Machpelah, 
which was purchased by Abraham as a family 
burial site (Gen. 23). 


Significant Events: Burial site of Sarah (Gen. 23) 
and Abraham (Gen. 25:9). Isaac, Rebekah, and 
Leah were buried here as well (Gen. 49:30-31). 
Jacob’s body was brought from Egypt to Canaan 
and buried in the cave (Gen. 50). 
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6. Judean Hill Country 



The hill country of Judea is about 35 miles (56 
kilometers) long and 17 miles (27 kilometers) 
wide. Much of the land is stony and difficult 
to cultivate. The hills are broken up by valleys 
in which the land is fairly fruitful. The earliest 
Israelites lived in these hills, using them for pro¬ 
tection against invaders. 


Significant Events: The Lord promised this land 
to Abraham and his seed (Gen. 13:14-18; 17:8). 
Sarah and Abraham were buried in the cave of 
Machpelah, in Hebron (Gen. 23:19; 25:9). David 
captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites (2 Sam. 
5:4-9). More Old Testament events are recorded 
as taking place in these hills than in any other 
region. (See bd Judea.) 
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7. Bethlehem 



This photograph shows rocky hills and shepherds’ 
fields in the foreground, with the modern city of 
Bethlehem in the background. 

Significant Events: Rachel was buried near here 
(Gen. 35:16-20). Ruth and Boaz lived here (Ruth 


1:19-2:4). King David was born and anointed 
king here (1 Sam. 16:1-13). The Savior was born 
here, and the shepherds and the Wise Men wor¬ 
shipped Him (Matt. 2:1-11; Luke 2:4-16). (See 
bd Bethlehem.) 
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8. Jerusalem 



Looking northward over Jerusalem. In the center 
of the picture is a Muslim shrine with a gold- 
covered dome, called the Dome of the Rock. The 
Jews worshipped anciently in the temple located 
here. The walls near the Dome of the Rock sur¬ 
round the old city of Jerusalem. On the right of the 
wall is the Kidron Valley. On the far right, outside 
the photograph, is the Mount of Olives. To the 
north, beyond the Dome of the Rock, is a possible 
site of Golgotha, or Calvary. 

Significant Events: Jerusalem was called Salem 
anciently (Ps. 76:2). Abraham paid tithes to 
Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20). Abraham came to 


sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 22:2-14). King David captured 
Jerusalem from the Jebusites (2 Sam. 5:4-9). King 
Solomon built a temple (1 Kgs. 6-7). Lehi left to 
go to a land of promise (1 Ne. 1:4; 2). The Savior 
ministered, atoned for our sins, and was resur¬ 
rected (Matt. 21-28). As the Savior prophesied, 
Jerusalem was destroyed shortly after His death 
(JS—M 1:3-20). Jerusalem will be invaded in the 
last days (Ezek. 38-39; Joel 2-3; Rev. 11; 16). The 
Savior will appear here as part of His Second 
Coming (Zech. 12-14; D&C 45:48-53). (See bd 
Jerusalem; Salem.) 
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9. Temple of Herod 



This photograph shows a model of the temple of 
Herod (1:50 scale ratio) as it was thought to be in 
a.d. 67. The wall surrounding the temple complex 
encloses the sanctuary containing the Holy of Ho¬ 
lies, the holy place, and three great courts. 

Significant Events: Joseph and Mary presented the 
infant Jesus at the temple (Luke 2:22-38). The 


Savior taught in the temple at age 12 (Luke 2:41— 
46). The Savior drove the money changers from 
the temple (Matt. 21:12-13) and prophesied the 
destruction of the temple (Matt. 24:1-2). A future 
temple will be built in Jerusalem (Ezek. 40-48; 
Zech. 8:7-9). (See bd Temple of Herod.) 
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10. Steps to the Temple 



The temple area was divided into courts, and the 
outer courts stood on the lowest ground. Wor¬ 
shippers entered through various gates, including 
those that led upward from these steps into the 
outer courts and then into the inner courts. Thou¬ 
sands of people have ascended these steps over 
time, including the Son of God. When the army 


of Titus destroyed the temple in a.d. 70, the steps 
were covered with debris. They were uncovered 
by archaeologists in the 1970s during excavation 
of part of the old city of Jerusalem. 

Significant Event: Ezekiel saw in a vision the size 
and form of the future temple (Ezek. 40). (See 
bd Temple of Herod.) 
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11. Mount of Olives 



This view looks east on the Mount of Olives. The 
building in the foreground marks a possible site 
of the Garden of Gethsemane. On October 24, 
1841, Elder Orson Hyde of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles walked up the Mount of Olives 
and offered a prophetic prayer of dedication for 
the return of the children of Abraham and the 
building of the temple. 


Significant Events: Rome destroyed Jerusalem in 
a.d. 70 as foretold by the Savior from the Mount 
of Olives (see JS—M 1:23). The Savior will yet 
stand on the Mount of Olives prior to His appear¬ 
ance to all of the world. (See Zech. 14:3-5; D&C 
45:48-53; 133:19-20; bd Olives, Mount of.) 
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12. Garden of Gethsemane 



This photograph of an aged olive tree was taken at 
a traditional site of the Garden of Gethsemane. The 
Savior prayed near here after leaving the upper 
room on the night of His betrayal. 

Significant Events: Here Jesus Christ began to 
suffer for the sins of mankind (Matt. 26:36-44; 


Mark 14:32-41; D&C 19:16-19). Following His 
prayer He was betrayed by Judas Iscariot, and 
His disciples temporarily forsook Him follow¬ 
ing His arrest in the garden (Mark 14:50). (See 
bd Gethsemane.) 
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13. Golgotha 



This rocky cliff, which resembles a skull and is 
just outside of Jerusalem’s Damascus Gate (John 
19:17, 20), is a possible site of Golgotha, where the 
Crucifixion took place. 


Significant Event: After Jesus was scourged and 
mocked, He was brought to “a place called Gol¬ 
gotha, ... a place of a skull,” where He was 
crucified (Matt. 27:26-35; John 19:17-18). (See 
bd Golgotha.) 
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14. Garden Tomb 



Possible site of the garden tomb of Joseph of Ari- 
mathea. Some modern prophets have felt that the 
Savior’s body was laid in the tomb pictured here. 

Significant Events: After the Savior died on the 
cross, His body was placed in a new tomb cut 
out of rock (Matt. 27:57-60). On the third day, 


several women went to the tomb and found that 
the Savior’s body was not there (Matt. 28:1; John 
20:1-2). The Apostles Peter and John also went to 
the tomb and saw that the Savior’s body was gone 
(John 20:2-9). The resurrected Savior appeared to 
Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18). 
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15. Jericho 



This photograph shows vegetation in present- 
day Jericho. Anciently it was a walled city in the 
valley of the Jordan River, 825 feet (252 meters) 
below sea level. It is a rich agricultural area where 
date palms and citrus groves flourish. In the back¬ 
ground is the traditional Mount of Temptation 
(Matt. 4:1-11). 

Significant Events: Near this place, Joshua and the 
children of Israel first crossed the Jordan River, 
entering into the promised land (Josh. 2:1-3; 
3:14-16). The Lord miraculously caused the walls 


to fall down before the Israelite forces (Josh. 6; 
see also Heb. 11:30). Joshua placed a curse on 
the city (Josh. 6:26), which was fulfilled (1 Kgs. 
16:34). Elisha healed the waters of Jericho (2 Kgs. 
2:18-22). The Savior passed through here on His 
last visit to Jerusalem, healing the blind Barti- 
maeus and abiding with Zacchaeus, the publican 
(Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43; 19:1-10). The road 
to Jericho from Jerusalem was featured in the 
parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). 
(See bd Jericho.) 
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16. Shiloh 



In this western view, the ruins of the ancient city 
of Shiloh are just left of center. 

Significant Events: The tribes of Israel assembled 
and received their allotment of territory (Josh. 
18-22). The tabernacle and ark of the covenant 
were set up here and remained for centuries 


(Josh. 18:1). Here Hannah prayed and dedicated 
her son Samuel to the Lord’s service (1 Sam. 1). 
The Israelites took the ark from Shiloh and were 
defeated by the Philistines, who then captured 
the ark (1 Sam. 4:1-11). (See bd Shiloh.) 
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17. Shechem 



The ancient site of Shechem. In the foreground is 
Mount Gerizim, and beyond it, Mount Ebal. She¬ 
chem is situated between these two mountains. 

Significant Events: Abraham camped at Shechem 
(Gen. 12:6-7). Jacob camped here and bought a 
parcel of ground (Gen. 33:18-20). Mount Gerizim 
was the mount of blessing, while Mount Ebal was 


the mount of cursing (Deut. 27-28). At Mount 
Ebal, Joshua erected a monument bearing the 
law of Moses and then read the law to the Israel¬ 
ites (Josh. 8:30-35). The bones of Joseph are 
buried in Shechem (Josh. 24:32). (See bd Gerizim 
and Ebal.) 
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18. Dothan in Samaria 



Dothan is characterized by ridges and valleys. It is 
good pastureland. When the Israelites settled the 
land, this region was given to Manasseh. 

Significant Events: In Dothan Valley, Joseph was 
sold into Egypt (Gen. 37:12-28). Obadiah saved a 


hundred prophets by hiding them in caves when 
Jezebel tried to kill the prophets of Israel (1 Kgs. 
18:13). The Syrian army surrounded Elisha and 
his servant, whom the Lord miraculously saved 
(2 Kgs. 6:13-23). (See bd Dothan.) 
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19. Caesarea and the Plain of Sharon to Carmel 



Looking northward across the ancient seaport of 
Caesarea and the Plain of Sharon. Also in view 
along the top of the picture is the Carmel moun¬ 
tain range. 

Significant Events: Elijah confronted the false 
prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel (1 Kgs. 18). 
The Via Maris (Way of the Sea), an important 
road in ancient times, lay to the east of Caesarea. 
After a remarkable vision while in Joppa, Peter 


began the ministry among the Gentiles by teach¬ 
ing a Roman centurion named Cornelius in 
Caesarea (Acts 10). Philip preached and lived 
here and had four daughters who prophesied 
(Acts 8:40; 21:8-9). Paul was a prisoner in the 
city for two years (Acts 23-26). He preached to 
Felix, Festus, and Herod Agrippa 11, who said, 
“Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” 
(Acts 26:28). (See bd Caesarea.) 
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20. Joppa 



Looking northwestward over the port city of 
Joppa. 

Significant Events: Jonah went to Joppa to take 
a ship to Tarshish (Jonah 1:1-3). Joppa was the 
seaport that Solomon and later Zerubbabel used 
when bringing timbers from the cedar forests of 
Lebanon to build their temples (2 Chr. 2:16; Ezra 


3:7). Here Peter raised Tabitha, also known as 
Dorcas, back to life (Acts 9:36-43). Peter also had 
the vision of the clean and the unclean animals, 
revealing to him the need to begin the ministry 
among the Gentiles (Acts 10). Orson Hyde arrived 
here to dedicate the Holy Land in 1841. (See 
bd Joppa.) 
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21. Jezreel Valley 



Looking southwest from the top of Mount Tabor 
toward a portion of the Jezreel Valley, also known 
as the Plain of Esdraelon. Though the Jezreel 
Valley is often thought of as one great valley, it is 
actually a series of valleys that connects the Plain 
of Acco with the Jordan Valley and the Sea of Gal¬ 
ilee region. The valley of Megiddo, for example, 
is in the western portion of this valley. The Jezreel 
Valley was the main route across the Holy Land 
between the Mediterranean Sea to the west and 
the Jordan Valley to the east. 


Significant Events: The major highway connect¬ 
ing Egypt and Mesopotamia passed through this 
valley, and many battles were fought here (Judg. 
1:22-27; 5:19; 2 Kgs. 23:29-30). The great last con¬ 
flict in this land begins with the battle of Arma¬ 
geddon, which will be fought shortly before the 
Second Coming of the Savior; it takes its name 
from Har Megiddon, or Mountain of Megiddo 
(Ezek. 38; Joel 3:9-14; Zech. 14:2-5; Rev. 16:14-16). 
(See bd Jezreel.) 
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22 , Mount Tabor 
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Looking northwestward toward Mount Tabor. 
The lowland surrounding Mount Tabor is part of 
the Jezreel Valley. Nazareth lies in the hills near 
Mount Tabor. 


Significant Events: Deborah and Barak assem¬ 
bled the forces of the Lord against Jabin, king 
of Hazor (Judg. 4:4-14). Mount Tabor is one of 
the traditional sites of the Transfiguration of the 
Savior (Matt. 17:1-9); the other is Mount Hermon. 
(See bd Transfiguration, Mount of.) 
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23. Sea of Galilee and the Mount of Beatitudes 



Looking southwest over the northwest corner of 
the Sea of Galilee, a freshwater lake. The hill in 
the center foreground is the traditional site of the 
Mount of Beatitudes. Capernaum is to the left, out 
of the photograph. Tiberias is farther south along 
the west shore. 

Significant Events: The Savior spent much of His 
mortal ministry in this region. Here He called 
and ordained the Twelve Apostles (Matt. 4:18-22; 
10:1-4; Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:7, 13-19; Luke 
5:1-11), taught the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
5-7), and taught in parables (Matt. 13:1-52; 


Mark 4:1-34). Miracles He performed include the 
following: He healed a leper (Matt. 8:1-4); calmed 
a storm (Matt. 8:23-27); cast out of a young man 
a legion of devils, who then entered into swine 
that ran into the sea (Mark 5:1-15); fed the 5,000 
and the 4,000 (Matt. 14:14-21; 15:32-38); com¬ 
manded His disciples to cast their nets, by which 
they caught many fish (Luke 5:1-6); healed many 
people (Matt. 15:29-31; Mark 3:7-12); and ap¬ 
peared after His Resurrection to teach His dis¬ 
ciples (Mark 14:27-28; 16:7; John 21:1-23). (See 
bd Galilee.) 
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24. Capernaum 



Capernaum, located on the north shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, was the center of Jesus’ Galilean min¬ 
istry (Matt. 9:1-2; Mark 2:1-5). An important and 
successful fishing and commercial center, it was 
home to Gentiles as well as Jews. The first-century 
population probably never exceeded 1,000 people. 
Capernaum was located on the crossroads of im¬ 
portant trade routes, with fertile lands surround¬ 
ing it. Roman soldiers constructed bath houses 
and storage facilities here. In spite of the many 
miracles performed here, the people generally re¬ 
jected the Savior’s ministry. Jesus therefore cursed 
the city (Matt. 11:20, 23-24). In time, Capernaum 
fell into ruin and remains uninhabited. 

Significant Events: Capernaum was known as the 
Savior’s “own city” (Matt. 9:1-2; Mark 2:1-5). He 


worked many miracles at this site. For example, 
He healed many people (Mark 1:32-34), includ¬ 
ing a centurion’s servant (Luke 7:1-10), Peter’s 
mother-in-law (Mark 1:21, 29-31), the paralytic 
whose bed was lowered through a roof (Mark 
2:1-12), and the man with the withered hand 
(Matt. 12:9-13). Here Jesus also cast out many evil 
spirits (Mark 1:21-28, 32-34), raised the daughter 
of Jairus from the dead (Matt. 9:18-19, 23-26; 
Mark 5:22-24, 35-43), and delivered the bread 
of life sermon in the synagogue at Capernaum 
(John 6:24-59). The Savior directed Peter to catch 
a fish from the Sea of Galilee, open its mouth, 
and find a coin with which to pay a tax (Matt. 
17:24-27). (See bd Capernaum.) 
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25. Jordan River 



The Jordan River begins north of the Sea of Gali¬ 
lee, flows into it, and then continues south to the 
Dead Sea. This photograph was taken near the 
river’s outlet from the Sea of Galilee. 

Significant Events: Lot chose the plains of the Jor¬ 
dan for himself (Gen. 13:10-11). Joshua divided 
the waters, allowing the Israelites to cross into 


the promised land (Josh. 3:13-17; 4:1-9, 20-24). 
Elijah and Elisha divided the waters (2 Kgs. 2:5- 
8, 12-14). Naaman was cured of leprosy (2 Kgs. 
5:1-15). John the Baptist baptized many people, 
including the Savior (Matt. 3:1-6, 13-16). (See 
bd Jordan River.) 
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26. Caesarea Philippi 



Caesarea Philippi is located at the foot of Mount 
Hermon. This spring is one of the headwaters of 
the Jordan River. Herod Philip, who ruled this 
area, built a city here in honor of Caesar (his 
emperor) and himself; the city was called previ¬ 
ously Panias and today is called Banias as well as 
Caesarea Philippi. 


Significant Event: The Savior met with His disci¬ 
ples at Caesarea Philippi. Here Peter declared 
that the Savior was “the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” The Savior then promised Peter “the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 16:13-20). 
(See bd Caesarea Philippi.) 
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27. Nazareth 



This view of the modern city of Nazareth looks 
southward. Nazareth was a small village in biblical 
times. 

Significant Events: Nephi saw in vision the Savior’s 
mother in Nazareth (1 Ne. 11:13-22). The angel 
Gabriel told Mary she would bear the Savior 
(Luke 1:26-35). Gabriel told Joseph to take Mary 


to wife and to name her son Jesus (Matt. 1:18-25). 
Jesus grew up in Nazareth (Matt. 2:19-23; Luke 
2:4-40; 4:16). He preached and announced in the 
synagogue that He was the Messiah (Luke 4:16— 
21), but the people of Nazareth rejected Him 
(Matt. 13:54-58; Luke 4:22-30). (See bd Nazareth.) 
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28. Dan 



The ancient city of Dan was called Leshem (Josh. 
19:47) or Laish (Judg. 18:7, 14) before the Israelites 
conquered the land. The springs located at this 
site, together with the springs at Caesarea Philippi, 
are the main sources of the Jordan River. Jero¬ 
boam’s temple site is pictured here. 

Significant Events: Abraham rescued Lot (Gen. 
14:13-16). The tribe of Dan captured the area and 


named it Dan (Josh. 19:47-48). Jeroboam set up a 
false temple with a golden calf that contributed 
to the downfall of the northern ten tribes (1 Kgs. 
12:26-33). Dan was Israel’s northernmost city— 
hence the scriptures refer to the land of Israel 
“from Beersheba even to Dan” (2 Chr. 30:5; Beer- 
sheba was the southernmost city). (See bd Dan.) 
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29, Athens 



This photograph, taken from the Areopagus 
(Mars’ Hill), shows the Acropolis of Athens, site of 
sanctuaries to various pagan gods. Athens was the 
ancient Greek capital of Attica and in New Testa¬ 
ment times was in the Roman province of Achaia. 
It was named in honor of the pagan Greek goddess 
Athena. By New Testament times, Athens had lost 
much of its former greatness and glory, but still 


contained statues and monuments to many gods 
and goddesses, including the “Unknown God” 
(Acts 17:23). 

Significant Events: The Apostle Paul visited the 
city and preached his sermon on the “Unknown 
God” on Mars’ Hill (Acts 17:15-34). Missionaries 
were sent from Athens to other parts of Greece 
(1 Thes. 3:1-2). (See bd Athens.) 
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30. Corinth 



Corinth was the chief town of the Roman prov¬ 
ince of Achaia. It was located on the isthmus 
connecting the Peloponnesus with the mainland 
of Greece, possessing a harbor on both eastern 
and western sides. It was a port city of wealth and 
influence. 


Significant Events: Paul lived in Corinth for a year 
and six months and established the Church here 
(Acts 18:1-18). Paul wrote several letters to mem¬ 
bers of the Church in the area of Corinth, two 
of which are now in the New Testament (1 and 
2 Corinthians). The Epistle to the Romans was 
likely written from Corinth. (See bd Corinth.) 
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31. Ephesus 



The ruins of the Greek theater at Ephesus, where 
the Apostle Paul preached. During New Testa¬ 
ment times, Ephesus was famous throughout the 
known world for its magnificent temple built in 
honor of the pagan Roman goddess Diana. Now in 
ruins, Ephesus was once the capital of the Roman 
province of Asia and a great center of commerce. 
The silversmiths of the city developed a flourish¬ 
ing trade selling images of Diana. 

Significant Events: The Apostle Paul visited Ephe¬ 
sus near the end of his second missionary jour¬ 
ney (Acts 18:18-19). On his third journey he 
stayed in the city for two years. He was forced 


to leave because of the uproar caused by the 
silversmiths who were losing business as Paul 
preached against the worship of the false goddess 
Diana (Acts 19:1, 10, 23-41; 20:1). The theater of 
Ephesus was the largest ever built by the Greeks 
and the site where Paul’s companions faced a 
mob (Acts 19:29-31). Paul wrote an epistle to the 
members of the Church at Ephesus during his 
captivity in Rome. One of the seven branches of 
the Church in Asia to which the book of Revela¬ 
tion is addressed was located in Ephesus (Rev. 
1:10-11; 2:1). (See bd Ephesus.) 
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32. Isle of Patmos 



Patmos, an island in the Aegean Sea to which 
John was banished (Rev. 1:9). According to tradi¬ 
tion, he worked there in the marble quarries. 


Significant Event: John saw the great vision known 
as the Apocalypse (book of Revelation). The Lord 
told him to send it to the seven churches in Asia 
(Rev. 1:11). (See bd Patmos.) 
























